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Herr House Happenings  

The 1852 Herr Family Homestead will be open to the public for 

tours every weekend of the month (Saturday & Sunday)  

April through October from 1-4 p.m.  This year, the homestead 

features an heirloom handcraft collection of 19th century homespun 

linens, quilts, coverlets and the devices used to create them.  An 

18th century sampler created by Ann Stauffer in her 13th year will 

also be on display.  Please visit! No charge for admission,  

however donations are appreciated. 

Jerry & Val Albright  
Paintings 

 

Burnell Hostetter  
Photo Album 

 

Lamar S. Weaver  
DVD 

 

Church of God 
Book 

 

Jeff Hollinger 
Loom (this item is on loan) 

 

Marlin Miller 
DVD 

 

Joanne Warrick 
Rocking Chair 

 

David L. Herr 
Spinning Wheel with Flax 

see photo on page 3 

ñA wonderful day to washéò 

An excerpt from 
Emma Herrôs diary 

 Monday, February 15, 1937 

  A wonderful day to wash 

and I do need a machine, 
washing is a big one hour, 

and it dries fast, and I ironed 

all but shirts.   

Snow drops peeping. 

Donor / Item(s) Recent donations help highlight this 

yearôs theme - homespun handcrafts 
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This yearôs lecture schedule 

All lectures are held at 7:00 p.m. in the East Hempfield Township Municipal building located at 1700 Nissley Road.   

All programs are free and we hope that you will mark your calendar and be able to attend. 

 

Tuesday, April 21st - ñTrolleys of Landisville and Salungaò will be presented by Ted Symonds and Jim Way. 

 

Tuesday, October 20th  - Burnell Hostetter will present a lecture on ñMile Markersò and Jim Stauffer will speak about 

ñOld Toll Boothsò.  Jimôs family owned and operated Staufferôs Store which stood where Turkey Hill is now located. 

 

Tuesday, November 17th - Jim Reedy and Jim Stauffer will cover the history of the Bamford Zinc Mine and will have 

specimens from the mine on display.  In addition, they will speak on other mines located in the area around Lake Grubb, 

Chestnut Hill Iron Mine and the Ironville Silver Spring area. 

While I was a student in ninth grade at East Hempfield High School, my history teacher became my 

Uncle Amos Herr on Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 1942.  Aunt Ethel was my dadôs (Edward Stauffer) 

oldest sister and had worked briefly as a secretary at Keystone Boiler and Foundry Company for her dad, my 

grandpa Howard Stauffer, and then for fifteen years at Sico Company in Mount Joy for Clarence Shock.  She 

was a wonderful lady and dated Uncle Amos for many years before they were married.  She was born August 

29, 1906 and died November 24, 1974 at age 60. 

My favorite subject in high school was mathematics and my favorite teacher was Miss Shenk.  My least 

favorite subject was history and what I detested were ñpopò quizzes which Uncle Amos loved to give ï 

accompanied by his famous guffaw.  When we moaned, heôd say, ñWhatôs the matter?  Didnôt you read your 

weekly current events?ò When I became a math teacher, I tried always to announce quizzes and not ñpopò 

them.  

Since I moved away from Landisville in 1949, most of my memories of Uncle Amos were visits to his 

home (The Herr Homestead) when he would invite mother and dad (Marie and Edward Stauffer) along with 

Ray and me to see his slides from a recent trip.  Ray is also a travel buff and we were inspired by his slides to 

take our trips to Europe and other favorite places shown on Uncle Amosô slides. 

 After Aunt Ethel died, Uncle Amos would often stop to visit mother and dad, usually dropping off 

vegetables from his garden, water cress from his stream or dandelion which he had picked so mother could 

clean and prepare it.  She would invite him for supper or maybe just a piece of apple pie. 

 Dad kept his horse down in Uncle Amosô barn or pasture so he visited Amos often, sometimes helping 

to clean out the barn or stalls.  Mother would sometimes go along and walk along back the lane for exercise.   

In season, she would pick up fallen pears and cook them with apples for a delicious compote.  If Amos was 

traveling, mother and dad checked the house and fed the cats. 

 When Ray and I were serving the Woodbury Church of the Brethren, Uncle Amos stopped to visit 

several times on the way to Martinsburg to visit Reverend and Mrs. Tillet (former pastor and wife in the 

Landisville Church of God where Uncle Amos was a member). He also drove out in August 1973 with Aunt 

Tommie (Edith) to attend our daughter Audreyôs wedding, and I remember setting up tables on the front porch 

of the parsonage to serve them, along with mother and dad and others for an evening meal after the light 

wedding reception. 

    continued on next page... 

Special Section of Herr House Happenings 

MEMORIES OF UNCLE AMOS - By Mary Elizabeth (Sis) Stauffer Boose 
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The Amos Herr House Foundation and Historical Society welcomes new member Mrs. Corene Rohrer! 

Year-end Report 

During the 2008 season, 482 people toured the House;  

28 people volunteered 311 hours giving tours; 10 people 

volunteered 25 additional hours doing various duties;  

29 gardeners volunteered 372 hours.   

The 9th Annual Amos Herr 5K Honey Run had 381 runners 

and walkers and 168 youth plus 65 volunteers.   

Membership total was 232 and 13 people donated 27 items 

with a value of $4,750.00.  Total of all items, including 

items on loan is $161,860.00.  Total income was 

$30,901.31 ï total expenses were $18,853.88 ï leaving a 

balance of $12,047.43.  In addition, certificates of deposit 

are in reserve for future improvements.  A detailed 

financial report is on file at the House.  

Memories of Uncle Amos, continued from previous page 

 I was moved to tears when mother told me that he had stopped to see them in 1986 when daddy was in 

the throes of alzheimers before they had to move to Brethren Village.  Uncle Amos told mother, who was 

taking care of dad, ñI would have no one to take care of me if I were to become incapacitated or infirm.ò 

Because he was taken so suddenly, he never had to worry about that.  Uncle Amos will be remembered as a 

good teacher, an inspiring coach, an avid traveler, and an all-around great man. 

This title has been bestowed on two very special people: 

Faye G. Forwood and E. Eileen Johns.   

 Faye has been involved with the Foundation since 

its inception and was the first President of the Board.  She set 

up the system for keeping records, helped to decorate the 

House, was a docent and a receptionist and has always been 

willing to help wherever she is needed.   

 Eileen became involved with the Foundation in 

1994 serving on the Board.  She continues to volunteer as a 

docent and has given valuable input into the restoration of 

the Barn.  She was responsible for installing the Past Perfect 

System and continues to input data into this system as well 

as processing the accessions.   

 Congratulations Faye and Eileen! 

Board Member Emeritus 

      Another one of this year's recent donations 


