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What’s a docent?

It’s “a person who is a
knowledgeable guide, esp.
one who conducts visitors
through a museum and
delivers a commentary on
the exhibitions.”

On Saturday, March 15" from
1:30 - 3:30 p.m., docent Cindy
Zimmerman will be providing
instructions for all docents at
the 1852 Herr Homestead.
Refreshments will be served.
Changes were made to the
script to make it easier for
everyone to be on the same
page and that is the reason for
the training session. Each
person will be provided with a
revised script, a cheat sheet,
docent responsibilities, paper
on “Who Was Amos Herr”,
“The Amos Herr House

Foundation and Historical
Society” and “A History of
the Amos Herr House and
Property”. Interested persons
are invited to attend this
training.

Docents &W‘e/(f{y Vc’/«/{fwﬁ/@ Are:
Millie Brubaker
Charlotte Herr
Eileen Johns
Susan Krutsick
Jodi Marrow
Barb Peachey
Elaine Savukas
Arlene Sigmund
Cindy Zimmerman

1852 Herr Homestead Open House

Join us for the spring re-opening of the Herr Homestead on Saturday, April 5™ from

1 - 4 p.m. This is your opportunity to see our wonderful Vintage Clothing and Textile
Exhibit, which includes everything from children’s clothes to a wedding trousseau.
Foundation member Faye Forwood has put together an absolutely fabulous display
which has to be seen to be appreciated. If you can’t make it on April 5™, the
Homestead will now be open every Saturday and Sunday from 1 - 4 p.m. through
October, so tell all your friends!
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This yvear’s Lectures

All lectures are held at 7:00 p.m. in the East Hempfield Township Municipal building located at 1700 Nissley
Road. Programs are free and we hope that you will mark your calendar and be able to attend.

April 15" — John Rosenfeld, son of Jan, will present the lecture and show slides. John has explored and
mapped the lava cave system in Kona, Hawaii and he will show slides of Hualalali Ranch Cave. The slides
include artifacts of burials, skeletons of birds and animals in this gated cave. Seventeen miles have been
explored in the past ten years.

November 18" — History of the Lionel Corporation will be presented by Ted Symonds, owner of Cool Trains,
Toys and Hobbies located in Salunga. The Lionel Corporation has been in business for over one hundred

years.
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1955 Hempfield High School graduate Ken Bowers remembers Amos Herr...

“My memories of Amos Herr predate my actually meeting him. He was a high school classmate and
football teammate at Landisville High School of my dad, Norman L. Bowers, and a schoolmate of my mother,
Elizabeth Herr (no close relation to Amos). Both always talked highly of him.

Dad and Mother also were social friends of Amos and Ethel, and my Aunt Marie Stauffer’s husband,
Uncle Ed Stauffer, was Ethel’s brother. Thus, the Herr’s names surfaced rather often in my early childhood.

As a sports fan, | was an early admirer of Amos Herr. He was a coach, as well as teacher, at East
Hempfield High School, and in my elementary years, I became a fan of the basketball team. Those were the
days when the school’s sports team had no nickname. The Black Knights came later. I remember the likes of
Stanley Ober, Dick Derr, Roger Erb, Don Haverstick, Jay Risser, the Snavely brothers and the Longenecker
brothers, among others, as members of Amos’ basketball teams. The teams they played were not yet mergers of
several schools. The ones in East Hempfield’s division were Mount Joy, Marietta, East Donegal, Manheim
Borough, and Elizabethtown.

One of my most vivid memories of basketball in those years involved a home game against
Elizabethtown during which E-town’s Coach Windish became very outspoken, to put it politely, until Coach
Herr, from the other bench, calmed him down. East Hempfield won the game.

The faculty was small, and Amos Herr was one of the “big four” under Supervising Principal Arthur
Hackman, at least as my older brother, Norman (Bud), talked about them. The other three were Miss Forney,
Miss Shenk and Miss Steinkompt. In fact, my brother talked highly about all of the faculty members, but his
favorite was Mr. Herr.

Although I probably met Amos as a little kid, my first real meeting came in the fall of 1950 when East
Hempfield became Hempfield, and the seventh and eighth grades of Landisville, East Petersburg, Rohrerstown
and Mountville came to the enlarged high school building as junior high students. I was in the eighth grade.
Over the next five years I developed even greater respect for Mr. Herr.

I believe 1950 was his first year in “retirement” as a coach, but he certainly did not retire as a teacher.
He was not only an excellent teacher; he was a very warm human being, even though he was also quite
effective in disciplining students, who seldom misbehaved more than once in his presence. I specifically
remember his very effective way of grabbing an unruly fellow by the front of the shirt and backing him against
a wall with quiet but firm instructions to “straighten up” or “calm down.” In particular I remember one such
incident in the cafeteria along that wall to the bottom of the steps. I also remember another against the lockers
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right outside Room 4 (I believe), which was both the library at one end and his homeroom at the other end. That
method of discipline would probably be frowned upon today, but, to my knowledge, he never hurt anyone, and
the perpetrator seldom, if ever, misbehaved again, at least in Mr. Herr’s presence.

I also recall a “fruit roll” (I can’t believe anyone does them anymore.) which our class held for him at
the start of one of our class sessions in his homeroom during our junior year. He was somewhat nonplussed for
a moment but quickly took it in stride with his unique laugh and a hearty “Thank you! Thank you!” That laugh
with his full-face smile will never be forgotten.

Amos attended several of our Hempfield Class of 1955 reunions, and he graciously agreed to be the
featured speaker on his worldwide travels, complete with slides, at our Anniversary reunion at Hotel Hershey.
During his presentation he encouraged us to increase our knowledge through travel. He was as warm and
friendly, and informative, as ever.

As I recall, not too long after I graduated from high school Amos retired to his farm and to extensive
worldwide travel with Ethel, as referred to above. And upon Ethel’s passing, he continued to travel. My dad,
and my stepmother, Marian, played host to the Herr’s with increasing frequency in the 1960°s and 1970’s, and
my wife Rosalie and I were often invited to join them. We were regaled with fascinating stores of many of
Amos’ and Ethel’s travel experiences. When Amos became a widower, we got to see him even more.

In the meantime, we took a page from his book and began traveling, and in most of our early trips our
travel destinations were inspired by Amos. We were especially impressed with his descriptions of Austria,
Switzerland and Germany. On one trip, when we were accompanied by Dad and Marian, I clearly recall staying
in hotels he recommended in Lucerne, Switzerland; Salzburg, Austria; and Munich, Germany.

Although Amos did some of his travel with tour groups, he especially liked the “fly-drive” approach
(some of which involved trains rather than cars), which gave him the opportunity to choose hotels based on his
first-hand look at them, to stay in each place as long as he liked, and to visit friends made during previous trips.

When discussing travel, and especially when we were comparing notes with him on recent travel, he
would frequently make the point that if you are to love travel, you must learn to cope with its many challenges,
such as flight delays, missed connections, bad weather, sold-out inns and hotels and other dilemmas. For
Rosalie and me, that advice proved to be very valuable, and we’ve never hesitated to pass it along to our friends
who have asked us for travel advice.

The passing of Amos following that auto accident between Salunga and Mount Joy was a very sad time
for all of us who knew and loved him. But the many wonderful memories of a man who combined hard work
with a fun-loving spirit, impressive accomplishment with utmost modesty, and across-the-board integrity with
fulltime warm-heartedness will always remain with us. Amos was truly a gem — in the rough and fine-cut at the
same time.” - Kenneth Bowers now lives in Hershey with his wife, Rosalie.

Year-end Report

During the 2007 season, 478 people toured the House;
9 docents volunteered 113 hours. 19 other persons
volunteered 82 hours. The 8" Annual Amos Herr 5K
Honey Run had 372 adults and 132 youth participate
in the event and 58 people volunteered. Membership
total was 227. 36 gardeners volunteered 421.5 hours.
Total income was $18,049.60 — total expenses were
$21, 213.18 leaving a minus balance of $3,163.58.

In addition, certificate of deposits are in reserve for
future improvements. A detailed financial report is on
file at the House. 15 donors donated 51 items and the  New addition to barn historical item collection: Hog trough

value of the items was $2,835.00 used to scald pigs to remove bristles or hair in butchering.

Welcome new members: Beth Bowers, Rich & Janis Broomell, Mary Beth Dum and Rose Gallagher.
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BOARD MEMBERS

John Houston, President
Robert Wildasin, Vice President
Millie Brubaker, Secretary
Jerry Albright, Treasurer
Laura Dalton

Kitty Glass

Elam Herr

Scott Lupold

Susan Krutsick

George Marcinko

David Morrison

Jim Stauffer

on the web at
http://www.herrhomestead.org

Starting in April, the
house is open every
Saturday & Sunday

from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Amos Herr
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