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             On Sunday, August 28, 2011, the Amos Herr House Foundation and 

Hempfield Area Recreation Commission were all prepared to present the 12th 

Annual Amos Herr 5K Honey Run, sponsored by Dutch Gold Honey.  Hurricane 

Irene had something to say about that, convincing the committee organizers to, 

for the first time ever, cancel the event for that day due to high winds and predic-

tions of continued bad weather.  Organizers met the following day, determined 

that the run needed to go on, and rescheduled it to coincide with the Amos Herr 

Park Country Fair, on Sept. 18.  Registered runners were notified by Hempfield 

Rec Center staff, and registration was re-opened. 

            On the day of the event, the weather was beautiful, with lower than usual 

spectator attendance due to the rescheduled date, but the 324 runners and walkers 

enjoyed their opportunity to participate, nonetheless.                   (more next page) 

12th Annual Amos Herr 5K Honey Run Prevails Despite Weather Delay! 
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 The Kids’ Run was held in a different location nearer the 

Amos Herr House, and drew 102 runners ranging from 5-11 

years old.  We continued the “Run to Remember,” raising 

awareness and $1,170 for LIVESTRONG™, the Lance 

Armstrong Foundation to honor the memory of the late 

Fred Steele, Hempfield Rec Center Fitness Center employ-

ee who fought a courageous battle against cancer.   

A special sleeve logo was designed by Fred’s son for the 58 

members and friends who donated towards the cause.  The 

Honey Run raised approximately $3,000 each for non-profit 

organizations Amos Herr House Foundation and Hempfield 

Area Recreation Commission.   

Special thanks to all of our Amos Herr House Foundation 

volunteers, including Race Director Jeff Bradley and the 

Hempfield High School Cross Country Team.  Goody Bag 

content donors included Burger King, Dutch Gold Honey, 

Silver Spring Diner, That Fish Place, and Dr. and Mrs. Paul 

Heimer, D.D.S.  Other in-kind donations of bananas from 

Stauffers of Kissel Hill and water from Integrity Bank 

(Centerville Road) were also appreciated by the runners.   

 

Race results may still be viewed at  

www.hempfieldrec.com 

FREE LECTURE - East Hempfield Township Municipal Building - 1700 Nissley Road - 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 15th, Jim Stauffer will present “The Crossroads of My World”.  Jim grew up in Landisville and his 

parents owned and operated the former Stauffer’s Store on which Turkey Hill is now located.  This lecture will bring back 

many fond memories of Landisville. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Barth Bailey & Heather Birtel 

 

DONATIONS 

Jim Way – Railroad Spike 
Val Albright – Painting of the Herr House with the magnolia tree in bloom 

East Hempfield Township – Plaque that was presented to Amos Herr by 

the Township 

FAREWELL AND MANY THANKS 

Mark Inge has been editing Herr House Happenings for the 

last 18 editions (6 years).   He recently moved to downtown 

Baltimore to take a job in I.T. for Johns Hopkins Medicine.  

We certainly will miss his expertise and many hours he volun-

teered with the Foundation.  Best wishes Mark as you begin a 

new and exciting venture.  ---[thanks!  mci] 

http://www.hempfieldrec.com/
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  Another good season has come and gone. We 

began with a Friday night party during January at the 

Albright’s house. This is always a popular event and 

keeps us in touch with each other during the indoor 

months. 

 Last year we moved our monthly Gardening 

Day to the second Friday of each month. By doing this 

we successfully avoided the holidays, but since spring 

came early this year, waiting until mid-April was just too 

late. Things were growing! So we met an extra day the 

last week in March to get a head start on the spring 

chores. Members willingly came and thought it a good 

move. We’ll try to repeat that is 2012 if not too severely 

cold. 

 We were invited to participate in the “Gardens 

of the Susquehanna” Garden Tour sponsored by Buchan-

an’s Wheatland Museum. Since no one lives at our muse-

um the gardens are open to touring members on a daily 

basis all season. What an incentive to be in tip-top shape! 

But, because we are not in residence, there is no way of 

knowing the number of visitors. 

 The Herb Garden had its second bountiful year. 

We got a late start with planting because rains began in 

late March and continued until the latter part of May—

fairly steadily. The ground was saturated much of the 

time. In spite of this set-back, as the season progressed 

we harvested the usual spring salad greens – lush and 

crisp with all that moisture.  

 In July, record heat hit Lancaster County and 

with it came incredible dryness. Val watered every other 

day for a while until John Risko (Park Manager) took 

pity on her and helped by setting a sprinkler a few times. 

A couple of seasons back we invested some of our budg-

et in a watering system. This turned out to be unsatisfac-

tory. To save money, we bought minimal hose length 

which meant setting it east & west. Because the garden is 

sloped, we have since found planting must be in north/

south rows, thereby inhibiting flow of water downhill.  If 

we go back to a semi-automatic system, it will mean 

buying additional equipment. No decision is yet made. 

 The Lions Club installed the tree identification 

posts for the Blind Path this summer. The project is not 

yet complete, however, as the housing for the brochure 

has not materialized. This effort has been in process for 

several years, and I suspect it may yet be a time before 

completion. 

 Our numbers of participants is about the same 

as recent years; a few have fallen away, others joined. It 

seems though, that more members spend extra time out-

side of our Gardening Days in labor here. We had two 

separate significant donations of equipment during  

2011: 

 1. Mark Inge moved away to city circumstances 

and donated all his outdoor tools to us. This is a true bo-

nus – they are in excellent condition and of good quality! 

While he lived in Landisville his garden was a registered 

wildlife sanctuary. We are grateful. Thank you, Mark, we 

will use them well.  

  2. Anonymously someone left a small English 

Barrow at our door. Wonderful! If you are reading this, 

we don’t know who you are, but we thank you immense-

ly. We use it every month. The style of that cart is much 

easier to wheel around the grounds than the normal 

wheelbarrow. Thank you so much for your great gener-

osity. 

 It was necessary to remove two of the small, yet 

mature, trees on the property this season. A holly near 

the Herb Garden has been sickly for several years and 

was removed. A baby Blue Spruce has been started in its 

place. And, one of the apple trees has never borne fruit 

and is now removed. To achieve pollination it is neces-

sary to have a different variety of apple nearby, so that 

will be planted in the spring, but this time slightly re-

moved from the former location for ease of mowing. 

 The Springhouse became a focal area this year! 

The Wiederrechts have been working down there for the 

last couple of seasons and it is now a charming area to 

enjoy peace with the quiet sound of Swarr Run trickling 

southward. They installed benches and we often see peo-

ple sitting there. 

 At the September Gardening Day we finally 

revamped the area north of kitchen where the huge locust 

tree was taken down. During 2010 & 2011 it has been a 

disgrace, but the more visited areas of the garden had 

priority. As a group we tackled that area this month and 

it is now disciplined. Where the log lay has now been 

cleared and seeded (grass). The bed that surrounded the 

tree when it stood has been reduced in size. In so doing, 

we widened the adjacent grass area (newly seeded) 

which will enable the contract mowers to successfully 

negotiate that extreme slope instead of scraping off the 

topsoil with each pass. 
 

 This completes the year-end report for 2011, but 

it should be noted that it was an outstanding blooming 

season for our magnificent magnolia! 

2011 YEAR END REPORT ï HERR GARDENERS 

UPDATE ON COUNTRY FAIR: 
On Sunday, September 18th, Ginny Bailey and Millie Brubaker were at the table inviting people to take a walk through tour of the House 

and to become members of the Foundation.  Ken Wiederrecht had his 1949 John Deere tractor on display and John Houston displayed his 

1952 Chevy truck which previously belonged to Rudy Herr, a relative of Amos Herr. Attendance appeared to be down from previous years; 

there were 90 people who toured the House. Many thanks to the following volunteers who helped at the Homestead: Don Bissinger, Heather 

Birtel, Virginia Eisenberger, Carole Fetzer, Judy Flowers, Eileen Johns, Ashley Jumbelick, Donna Marcinko, Joyce Mumma, Nancy Smith  

     and Marian Snavely. 



BOARD MEMBERS 
 

John Houston, President 

Robert Wildasin, Vice President 

Millie Brubaker, Secretary 

Jerry Albright, Treasurer 

Laura Dalton 

Kitty Glass 

Delphine Heimer 

Elam Herr 

George Marcinko 

David R. Morrison 

Jim Stauffer 

Faye G. Forwood, Emeritus 

E. Eileen Johns, Emeritus 

Amos R. Herr  

The house 

opens again in 

April! 

www.HerrHomestead.org 


